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A CASE IN POINT.

The collision at the mouth of the
Willamette River yesterday morning,
when two busy, conat-wise steamers
were badly injured and will be com-
pelled to go ta the drydocks for a month
or bwo, at grent expense to the owning
companies, is a plain case in point favor-
ing #de use of barbor-room amd chan-
nels that can be traversed at any und
all thmes. In other words, If these com-
pemies were wise they would make As-
toria their sea-terminal and arrange for
the desputch of their freight and pas-
sengers up and down the river via the
light-draft boats or the A. & C. Railway,
and obviate all such contretemps ns this

It is to be admitted that accidents of
the sort im the upper waters wre ex-
odalingly rare; but all the same they
are liable to happen at any time, and
dewn here they are not. Shifting cur-
rexts and shallow channels are always
liable to work just such mischiel as
thia, and while we are glad no per-
sofal casualties are reconded in the
eveat, we must depreciate the meagerness
of the waters up there and insist that
the remedy lies right here, Portland will
never lose a dollar by reason of the
change in the system; all the people and
all the money involved in the traffie
will go to her anyway and the “harbor”
she labors so lmrd to make useful will
cense to embarrass her and to harass
her shipping-men. We are confident that
she will yet see the expediency of mak-
ing this port heér marine depot for all
mannep of sen-traflie. Why not?

——

MAGNETITE FIELDS.

The good news comes to us that the
careful and scientific work of Dr. David
Day, the government expert, in X |
ploration aml examination of the
“black sand” beach-flelds of the Clatsop
coust, ig about to bear rich fruitage
along commercial channels; that the
immense deposits of magnetite on this
const are to be exploited large and
profitably; that millions are to be in-
vested in plants for putting out huge
quantities of the finest steel in the
world, ssMl & new and virgin field of
business is to be laundeed within a
few miles of Astoria. All of which sounds
good, and plausible, and profitable, and
for the consummation of which we shall
most devoutly hope, and, incidentally,
sirive,

The discovery of this peculiar quality
of ore-bewring sand here by Dr. Day, did
not cause any extraordinary interest at
the time, but his dizclosures were re-
ceived with gencral confidence and the
popular notion was that it was rather a
question of time and putience, than one
of excitation and ambitious booming.
He was duly credited with the honor
and value of his find, but no one seemed
to know how to go at the proposition
of taking hold of the venture and turn-
ing to it commercinl mecount; and it
seems that the wisdom wnd pluck and
money necessary to the scheme, all hal
to coma from remote Pennsylvania
where iron ores and their working and
marketing the common and hest known
of the popular faculties.

But, howsoever, und whersoever, the
maing and knowledge shall come from,
it will be of incaleulable benefit to this
whole section and state, and we are
glad to be right next to the projected
industry We trust there will be no

are working in concert,

It is an unfortunate mix-up, anyway
it ia regarded and will take some very
sudden and understandable statements
to clear wway the fog of doubt hover-
ing about it.

The Mr, Hedges who proposes to de-
fend the sports on the ground that the
Milwaukie chuter has a provision per-
mitting gambling in that city and that
the legislature invested the charter with
exemplive qualities, will find himself
beaten to flinders when he gets before
the supreme court snd invokes such a
plea. The Astoria charter has the same
provision, but no one in this town is ool
enough to imagine the upper court Will
sanction so gross an invasion of the eon-
stitution, which never gave the legis-
lature nor any other element of govern-
ment the right to nullify the criminal
code of Oregon, upon any pretext what-
ever. He tmd better go to his brother
for =ome straight tips on this situation,
and he will probably get them, ab
libitum,

INPROVEMENTS  TO
BE RUSHED

SUPERINTENDENT OF TELEPHONE
COMPANY REPLIES TO PROTEST
AGAINST SERVICE—SAYS ALL
SPEED 1S BEING USED FOR IM-
PROVEMENTS.

A reply has been received from Divis-
ion Superintendent J. H. Thatcher, of
the Pacific Telephone & Telegruph Co,,
of Portland, regarding the inefficiency of
the local telephone service. At the in-
stance of the Chamber of Commerce,
Secretary Whyte sent a letter to him
protesting against the condition of the
service here, and received the following
letter yesterday morning:

PORTLAND, Aug. 7, 1007.

“Joo, H. Whyte, Esq, Manager Chamber
of Commerce, Astoria, Or.
“Dear Siri—I am just in receipt of
your very kind letter of Auguat 6th (amd
for which I thank you), requesting a
better and more up-to-dale equipment,
and epparatus generally, for Astoria,
and additional lines between Astoria ani
Portland.

“Wa are well aware of the great de-
sirability of what you ask, not only in
the interest of our subseribers and the
public genemlly, but in our own in-
farest,

“I beg to say that all these matters
are in band. We sometime ago pur-
chased a lot In Astorda for the purpose
of erecting a milding in which to house
the most up-to-date central office ap-
parutus, and I am informed that the
matter is in the hands of our engineers
nt headquarters in San Francisco,

“I have just been summoned to that
point and am leaving tomorrow mnight,
presumably upon the Astoria subject.
Should it twinspire; however, that iy is
not the object of the summons, 1 shall
make it my business to take the matter
in bad vigorously, seting forth the nepes-
aity for what you ask.

“In this connection, undér date of
July 24th, our general superintendent
writed as follows:

*“'1 wish to say that the plins for the
building at Astoria ure being rushed by

degree of disappointment nor failure in

the engineering department; and (hey

granmme contemplates the removal of
{he service entirely from the realm of
party politics and the placing of edu
cated and carefully selected men in posi.

tions of trust.

This is not =0 easy as it would seem,
however. The examination held st the
State Depsrtment o few days ago prove
el this conclusively, for although Hity-
four men were designated for the ex:
awination, only thirty-eight presented
themwselyes, und of these only thirteen
passed. These thirteen are pow being
conched in their duties by Johw Ball s
borne, chief of the Bureau of Trade Re
lutions of the State Department and
lectiirer on the comsular service at the
ieorge Washington University,

A uoticeable feature of the examina-
tion was found in the fact that two of
the successful candidates pn'p.a'rnl them-
selyes for the service at the Ueorge
University, taking the

Washington
Ji-[rhmu.ulp conrse in the College of the
Political Sciences,  All of (be others
are collegs men, alumni of the Univer-
sities of .I‘q-nnn.\l\':\nlil' Virgnia, Cornell,
Minnesota, Columbin, lowa
Umdder the new ruling, can-

California,
ard Yile
didautes for the
stand at leat one foreign language and

servion have (o under-
to be well versed in the commeree pnd re-
sourevs of this courtry they wnst al-
s have & good understanding of the com
mercial  and  political  history: of the
world and be groundal in international,
maritime and commercial law.

Thus it will be seen that the consu-
lar serviee is to be tronsformed into a
keen, educnted body of men wha will be
on homor to the United States and will
uphold the dignity of the nation abroad.
The politician and party worker will be
climinated, and foreign commerce made
independent of ward politics,

Mr, Osborme only recently was given

permission by the State Department to
join the faculty of the College of the
Political Reiences of the George Wash-
ington University. The permission was
{orthcoming when the administratiol
saw what a decided aid such an insti-
tution would be im its reorganization
policy, by supplying trained men who
wonuld be edueated at the seat of govern-
ment and under government experts
The “lucky thirteen” who are to be
given positions in the foreim sewviee
averpge iy age 34-1-2 years; seven have
had some experience in government ser-
vice; five have hail business experience;
four have served their time in jonrnal-
immn and three have done some education-
al work.
There are plenty more vaeanciea, An-
other examination is to be held at the
States Department on November 20, 21
and 22 te fill such vacancies, white a
special examination is scheduled for next
week for the corps of student interpre-
ters in China and Japan,

also have in hand specifications for cen-
tral office equipment, as well as im-
provementa to the out=ide plant.’

“As regards the ‘instructor, our divis-
ion chief operntor, Mr, Littlg, will ar-
rive in Astorky early the following week
and remain sufficiently long to thor-
oughly organize the fores,

Beach occupies about o half a mile of
this great ocean resort, while the other
194 wmiles seldom, if ever, get any fmens
tion In your attmetive columns,  But
this s not an appeal for free mivertis.
ing, nor advertising of any sort, for
any particubir village on this beach. It
i+ just an honest effort Lo !miul out to
vou that the real name of this beach is
North Beach, and the principal stations
o the beach are Seaview, Centreville,
Long DBeely, Tiogm, Breakers and Ovean

that the county stimulate the explora.
tions by furnishing the drill

The conl deposits at Knappa have been
developed slightly, but not enough to
show their renl value,
on the surface are yery encournging and
loeal men believe that untold wealth
liea in the coal deposits of the county.

As o means for dmwing manufacturs
ing plants to this eection the develop
ment of the coal flelds would supercede

The indirations |

AS A REQUEST

'HILL'S RUSSIAN AND TURKISH
BATHS

will be open Sundays. Cure
guaranteed in any case of
rheumatism, skin diseases,ete

217 Astor St., Astoria, Ore.

Park, together with ot hey small stations
ealled ‘I]H"i

which might be correctly
form statious, or stations at which the
tuilway does not maintain ticket agents, |
I e Jos You one of the Jive sds of Mr. |
MeMurriy to add a (Y
my argument. ‘
“Thank you, very muech, for your your

-U‘"!I',.!“r Vinie

valuable tipe, but to give North Beaoh |
the name of one tiny little point on its |
magnificent length is about as equitable
and correct as it wonld bhe for you to ]l:ll
Flavel in your title heading instead ot
Astorin

YAllow e to state, In closing, that
the writer is not a ‘tesident of Hwaco;
the latter town being my postoffice -
Very truly yours,

“A READER."

ilress, only

ESTABLISH COLONIES IN EUROPE.|

CHIUAGO, Ang. 8—A dispateh to the |
Tribune from Newhuryport, Mass., says;
“Mra, Ratherin Tingley, hend of the |
Theovophist Cult, with headgnarters ot |
Point Loma, Cal, will sail for Europe |
on Saturdey.” |

She proposea to establish Theosophist |
colontes in England, Ireland, Sweden. |
Devmark and Germany.  This fall she |
will stait 2 new England Point Loma at |
this plice. |

NEVER

WARD’S TURKISH BATHS

539 Commercial St., ASTORIA, ORE.
The only Turkish Baths, Rus-

CLOSE

sian Tub and

Shower Baths

First Class and Sanitary

Phone Black 2253

All Modern Conveniences that are Modern
FRANK F. WARD, Proprietor

Look for the Blgn op Sidewalk

Night Accommodations

THE GEM

C.F. WISE, Prop. .

Choice Wines, Liquors
and Cigars
Hot Lunch at all Hours

Merchants Lunch From !
130 . m, to 1:30 p .,
2y Cents

Corner Elevent h and Commerclal

ASTORIA

———
Wagenoust

ING CoMPAN
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I )

“T ask if you will kindly acquaint the

with the contents of this letter.
“Assuring you of our intention to
supply what you ask and just as eoon
as possible, I remain, yours very re-
apectiully,
“(Bigned), J. H. THATCHER,

honorable Mayor and Common Couneil |

"Division superintendent,”

.
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and more of it.

A sack of White
River Flour makes
at least 109 more
loaves of bread (of
equal size) than a
similar sack of ordi-
nary_ﬁ.our—and more
nutritious, When you
order flour be sure
to insist on having

White River Flour—better
economy—jrom your grocer

ALLEN & LEWIS, Wholesals Grocers, PORTLAND, OREGON, U, 8, A.
DON'T FAIL to get your FREE 2-POUND SACK~-Details from your Grocer




